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You are lucky it want a bear! A tiger devours its victims. A bear is said to take a woman to his cave and behave
towards her as if she were its wife.
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An enormous grizzly bear, he stretch out his arms, his big claws draw her into an embrace, caress her neck, sharp
nails, ready to drag into his cave, hairy, powerful form, glowing eyes."
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She had lost consciousness, and when she came to her senses, she found herself on a charpoy in a room with the
door shut.

She dreamed, she was in a cave. A black bear was combing her hair with its claws. She shrank in size, while the
bear grew bigger and bigger. The bear took her in its shaggy embrace.
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"Rashida, have pity on me! Take me back to my people.’ (H0zd&® ChE’  $036 /0556030 Chom)
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Good woman, you have no place in that family anymore. If they let you in even once, not one of their Hindu friends
or relatives will take a drop of water in their house. And you have been with me for fifteen days.
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By her own reckoning she had spent a full fortnight in the prison.
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IS ood Er0&® IH: Daughter, this fate was ordained for you, we are helpless. The Shaikh'’s will descend on
us and destroy everything we have.’

You have lost your religion and your birth right. If we dare to help you, we will be wiped out without a trace of
blood left behind to tell of our fate."
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"Daughter, it would have been better if you had died at birth! If the Shaikh’s find you here they will kill your
father and your brothers. They will kill all of us."”
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"Tomorrow you have to wear this; a Maulvi will be coming to perform our Nikaah. Be ready in time.
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"If my uncle abducted your aunt, what fault was that of mine?"
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Pooro followed him as the blind follows a guide.
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In parent's home, everyone still called her Pooro. At other times she was Hamida. It was a double Iife. Hamida by
day, Pooro by night.

In reality, she was neither one or nor the other she was just a skeleton, without a shape or a name.
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What more do you want of me? I have given you my person and I have given you a son. I have nothing more to
give.
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"T am told that a young stranger came to village. He kept himself aloof. Some villagers suspect that he was your
brother.
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"Just as a peeled orange falls apart into many segments, the Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs of Punjab broke away
from each other. As clouds of dust float over the roads, rumours of "incidents” began to float over the countryside.
1t was said that men were being slaughtered in hundreds; rows of houses were being burnt down; neighbours were
slitting each other's throats. No one's life or property was safe.
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Thus passed August 15 of the year 1947.

It was a sin to be alive in a world so full of evil. It was a crime to be born a girl. $&te @H%0008.
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The village looked deserted. The only non-Muslims left in it were the three charred corpses in the street. In two
days, the crows and pie-dogs had torn away the flesh. Only the skeletons remained in front of the burnt-down
house.

The following evening a convoy of refugees passed through Chatto. The men were on foot, the women and children
on bullock-carts along with the baggage. A few police constables marched at the front and the rear. The refugees
looked crestfallen; misfortune had settled on their faces like a layer of dust. It was getting dark, so the convoy
halted outside Chatto for the night.
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"The refugees bartered their trinkets and jewellery to buy food and grain. Some people from Chatto went out to
settle rates and then, under the very eyes of the constables, sold their maize and barley for their weight in gold
and silver."”
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