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The Indian Postal Dept revised Foreign Postal
Rates from Ist Sept 2008. The increase is very...
very....very... high.... three folds. As per new rates
the Surface Mail charges itself are more than the
present Air Mail charges for Rachana mailing
abroad. Earlier when the rates were revised
during 1999 we have absorbed the increase. In
addition, the existing Service "Registered
Newspaper" has been discontinued. Hence we
are, now, compelled to revise the Abroad
Subscription rates, keeping view the revised
Foreign Postal Rates, which will be effective
from January 2009 issue. Trust all our Abroad
subscribers will take the matter in its correct
perspective and cooperate, in future also.
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Dr. Puligandla Mallikarjun (PM.) Rao
was born on February 21, 1938 in Nellore, Andhra
Pradesh. His early life was characterized by a
meager lifestyle fed by an intellectual curiosity and
philanthropic propensity that carried on into his later
years.

He obtained his Masters from Banaras
Hindu University. Worked as a Lecturer in
Nanakram Bhagavandas College in Hyderabad and
also in Poona for few months before moving to
Canada

His adventurous spirit took him from the
comfort of home to the cold prairies of Canada in
1963, when he arrived at the University of
Saskatchewan to begin his Ph.D. in Chemistry. He
was very involved in student community life and
shared his brilliance with the many new friends he
met during these years. Dr. Rao continues to be
remembered for his vast breadth of knowledge,
impressive creativity, and commitment to
community and environmental issues that one would
call “visionary” today.

In 1968 he married the love of his life,
Leela, who followed him to Canada with the
expectation that they would return home in due
course. Fortunately, time would make Canada the
family’s permanent home. In 1969, Pramod, their
first son, was born in a small town in eastern
Saskatchewan. In 1970, Dr. Rao and family moved
to Edmonton when he was offered a research and
lecturer position at the University of Alberta.

During the 1970s, Dr. Rao was instrumental
in establishing the Andhra Cultural Association (the
First Telugu Association in North America), the
Hindu Society of Alberta, and the Council of India
Societies of Edmonton. His involvement in the
community was extensive, the fruits of which include
the first Hindu Temple in Edmonton and a strong
and vibrant telugu community. His intellectual and
creative leanings took many forms including writing
plays, short stories and articles on various topics
including Science and Culture. Dr. Rao was also a
great humanitarian, constantly helping the poor and
other disadvantaged people. These qualities made
him well-loved and admired by countless people in
various communities, Indian and otherwise.

Sadly, at the young age of 40, Dr. Rao
passed away suddenly, leaving his wife, 9 year old
son Pramod, and a new, two-week old son, Giri. It
was largely due to his inspiration and love that Leela
brought up his two sons to become upstanding
individuals. Dr. Rao’s dreams and legacy for his
children were realized in both. Pramod is now
Associate Professor in Surgery and Pediatrics at
the world-reknown McGill University in Montreal,
and Giri has made leading action on issues such as
homelessness, public health, and community
development his profession. Leela, always humble
about her own intelligence and creativity, continues
to build on her husband’s literary work through her
own writing in Telugu and English.
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