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I don't think it is apt to label my father or mother as
feminists or environmentalists or any other 'ists or 'ians.

My father is just a compassionate person, who

keenly feels the pain or hunger of any other living be-
ing. My mother loves to feed things - plants, animals,
people and especially grandchildren.

He likes to preserve all beautiful and good things,
be it our environment, our philosophy, our history or
our heritage buildings. My mother likes to preserve all
things from my grandfather's mirror to my son's draw-
ings.

My father is very fond of order whether in traffic,
in society or on his dining table. My mother loves mu-
sic and harmony.

They both love to think, to create, to do, to learn,
and to teach. They love to play and to have fun and
adventure. My parents like to watch old Telugu mov-
ies and shop for vegetables together.

And they also love to argue about the exact activi-
ties of the day and the exact manner and sequence of
doing then. Living with them is like living on the edge
of'a super-active cyclone. Having them visit you is like
being hit by a volcano. But without them, life is ex-
tremely boring, and we would not have it any other
way!

- Satya Sarada
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Nannagaru is not a typical Indian father - he played
with us, gave us a lot of freedom and did not expect
blind obedience. As a result of this unique style of
upbringing I think we turned out to be not typical Indian
children. Our friends’ fathers were sometimes taken
aback at our general chumminess and assumption (or
some might say presumption) of equality. As we grew
older we learned to not to air our opinions always - but
we formed our own opinions, nonetheless.

Nannagaru is very adventurous and loves to travel.
I have a vague suspicion that he must have had a
mandate from the Indian government for spreading
the message of Indian (substitute South Indian —Telugu
based on context) greatness in the four corners of the
world. Nannagaru made it a point to wear pancha-
lalchi to work once in a while, even in Australia and
West Indies. In our family, daring to be different was
always ok and the path less travelled was always
preferred. Nannagaru always took great pride in his
nation and his culture. When we were in Australia,
and [ was slowly forgetting Telugu, he refused to speak
to me unless I spoke in Telugu. Of course this did not
mean that he was traditional or old fashioned. He knew
about traditions and ensured that we knew about our
traditions. After that, we were always free to choose
whatever we liked. Except in the matter of clothes,
where we were free to choose whatever he liked —
flat heeled sensible shoes, and modest (baggy oversized
clothes).

If I had to choose between asking my sister for
help with my school work or my father, I would pick
my sister any day. Unfortunately for her, she did not
have that choice since she was the older one. [.I.Sc.
professors pride themselves on their ability to derive
everything from first principles. Anyone who is
desperately trying to cram for an exam knows that
this is to be avoided at all costs. He also has some
very memorable teaching techniques. My poor ear still
remembers all about tension and compression!

There were a lot of books at home and reading
was encouraged. Although most of my reading was in
English, Nannagaru read out to us many Telugu books
including his own while he was in the process of writing
them or right after he finished. I liked ones in which |
could identify with the characters (Maa Kutumbam)
and ones that were funny. Frequently they were the
same! | remember being read all the wonderful
Mullapudi stories, Kanyasulakam , and Sri Sri’s poem

— Pathithulara. Watching movies was also encouraged
especially if the movie had S.V. Ranga Rao and Savithri
in it and was titled Mayabazaar. Pathaala Bhairavi and
Missamma were other favourites. I think we saw these
movies at least once a year. Nannagaru loves “padyalu”
and Madhava Pedi Satyam’s rendering of “Bussy..” .
Never one to be on the sidelines, he invariably joined
in with any record playing or other person (Amma)
singing. Unfortunately, Nannagaru did not inherit his
either of his parents’ (or anyone else’s ) musical ability.

Nannagaru is quite the athlete. He taught us cycling
and swimming at a young age and table tennis and
tennis when we were older. He felt that exercise was
very important and would take us all on long hikes in
the days when there were about 10 cars in all of
Bangalore. We had long walks and long chats during
those long walks and lots of picnics growing up.

There is never a dull moment in the Kandula
household. We get up early in the morning and are
almost half way through the day before the rest of the
world wakes up (Twaragaa, twara twaragaa).
Naturally we go to bed while the rest of the world is
still up. Time is of essence and being punctual is VERY
important. People that have visited us over the years
know that it is prudent to arrive on time when invited
for dinner.

Nannagaru is broadminded and modern. He would
not restrict me to any language, caste or nationality in
terms of who I could marry. He had one small request
though - having done his M.Tech in Kharagpur and
eaten potatoes for two years straight in his hostel-
“No Bengalis, please”, he said, “I hate potatoes
especially when cooked with tomatoes”. Naturally, |
married a Bengali — Subhasis Ghoshal, a professor of
Civil Engineering just like Nannagaru, who like him,
loves anything Amma cooks, loves sports and the great
outdoors and to my dismay, is as good a singer as
Nannagaru. Nannagaru is your regular doting
grandfather -taking Ila to the beach practically every
day in Vizag while we were there. I rather suspect,
that Nannagaru would even eat potatoes and tomatoes
if Ila made them!

I suppose most people think that their parents are
the best in the world — but in my case, I’'m right! I
loved my childhood and although I try to recreate the
same atmosphere for Ila, I just don’t seem to make
life as interesting as they made it for me.

- Padma Kandula Ghoshal
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