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Date: 7/7/2004 11:51:46 -0700

From: "Bhaskar, Swathi Sujatha" <sbhaskar@pdl.com>

To: <talpasai@rachana.net>
CC: <rachana@jet.hasweb.com>
Subject: Picture in Magazine
Dear Editor,

In'the magazine, Rachana, | read a story named "Gift" which came in the July edition. At first,
| looked at the picture that accompanied the story. It was a picture of some woman who was half
dressed and her out of proportion body leaning closely and putting her hand seductively around
a man who was next to another woman. This second woman, dressed in a fully covered sari,
seemed to be the man's wife because of the wedding necklace she had on her body.
Immediately it made me feel that the story was going to be about some woman who was having
an affair with a married man. Though | was already distasteful to what the picture revealed to
me seeing as how cheap and low standard it was, | then continued to go ahead and read the
story itself. | was literally shocked by the time ! finished this article. The story itself was nothing
about what | had imagined it to be. It was about a family moving to the US and the life that they
were leading there as they were trying to get accustomed to the new environment. Though an
incident with a woman who had requested the wife to "borrow" her husband had occurred in the
story, it was by no means written in a cheap and shameful way as what the picture had
illustrated. Furthermore, it was not even the point of the story itself. It was about a family
learning to adjust to a new culture that they were not familiar with at all. Inmediately | wondered
why this type of a story that was written so cleanly and respectfully would be accompanied with
such a grotesque and demeaning picture that was not at all representative of what the story
entailed. As an editor, | am positive that you would have read this story several times in advance
to check for mistakes and other things before it gets published in the magazine. And so | can
safely conclude that you have not only read this story but understood it as well. Knowing this
much, | cannot understand why you would go ahead and let such a picture escort this stery. For
any reader, at first glance, it makes the reader think that the following story will be for some
cheap entertainment. This magazine holds many well-written stories and articles by many
respected authors in our society. The only thing that this picture accomplished is to bring our
standards of literature farther downhill. This problem may be due to the misunderstanding the
artist may have had while reading the story so quickly that he/she could then draw some picture
that did not accurately represent the story. And so without any further consideration to the story
or to the author that had written it, the picture was printed along with the story. And so | would
like to urge you to take more time and consideration for pictures, along with the stories, that are
going to be published in the magazine so that they are a fair and good representation of the
story. Because the pictures are not even a necessary component of trying to get the message of
the story across to the readers, one must be that much more careful to avoid the use of those
pictures that can only give us the wrong and incorrect perceptions. With this, | would like to

- thank you for taking the time to read this.

Sincerely,
Swathi Sujatha-Bhaskar

From: YVSRS SAl [mailto:talpasai@rachana.net}

Sent: Friday, July 09, 2004 12:12 AM

FeBTD, £ $BIS0br. EEK
IS o 80D Trarch. (BrEMH
DS a’i"éaé W &8 S @vmoa*’@

To: Bhaskar, Swathi Sujatha; rachana@jet.hasweb.com

Subject: Re: Picture in Magazine

THANKS FOR UR LETTER. IN ORDER TO CONSIDER
GIVING A REPLY PLEASE GIVE YOUR COMPLETE
POSTAL ADDRESS

MY ADDREss: 10401 North Blaney Avenue
Cupertino, CA 95014

From : <talpasai @rachana.net> To: <jubv@yahoo.com>

> FOR YOUR COMMENTS PLEASE.

Date: 7/9/2004 08:40:25 -0700

From: JUBV PRASAD <jubv@yahoo.com>

To: talpasai@rachana.net

Subject: Re: Fw: Re: Picture in Magazine

Dear Sai garu,

Yes, | know about this letter.

Swathi is our daughter, a Junior Student at University
of San Diego in USA, currently working at PDL in bay
area for the summer.

When she saw the picture of the story and heard the
wrong story line from some immature reader, she got
upset. Then | read each and every line of the story to
her. Then she expressed her opinions about the picture
to me. | told her to convey them in a decent and

polite way to the editor of the magazine. So she sent
you a mail. This is the background.

| do agree with her comments about the picture.

The whole intention and objective is to bring the
matter to your notlce so that you could take an
appropriate action. From another reader also, | heard
similar comments about the picture.

Please let me know if you want to know anything else.

Regards,
Prasad
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Wesolicit your completearticles
or an abstract of your proposed talk
on any aspects of the Symposium
themeor any other literary topic of
your choice. All item mustr be re-
ceived by September 15, 2004.
Please send soft copy to
bhavaraju@optline.net or to
Anantha Sudhakar Uppala at
uppala@tel ugusudha.com. Hard
copy can be mailed to Murty
Bhavaraju, 23 Marcia Way,
Bridgewater, NJO8807. The pre-
sentation timeislimited to about 10
minutes. Additional time may be
given based onthe overall program.

All thearticles presented will be
included in the Proceedings of the
Symposiumwhichwill bepublished
and mailed to al the participants &
donors as soon as possible after the
event. All speakersarerequired to
be registered participants.

For registration online, please
visit www.tickets2events.com.
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For moredetailson participation
and submission of articles, please
contact Murty Bhavaraju at
908.252.9434.

e-mail: bhavaraju@optonline.com.
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To be drawn in favour of "RACHANA" payable at
HYDERABAD. For outstation cheques please add
Rs. 50/- (for amounts upto Rs. 1000/-) and Rs.65/- (for
amounts above Rs. 1000/-) towards Bank collection
charges.
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