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ÄjÀÄ£j¿FL −O~bÍFc AKcML¸  
Infatution (μ¥q ÄbÍMLjtjFL ÄjÀÄ£j¿FL −O~bÍFc AKcML¸) ²ŠÚMLtjFc ¬bÃMLkFLjÓ ML ®_ò¸Á GH<è Mc+"Py FoFLk μ¥qBhê 

=n¥iïfRNqjF|$c Fc¥é tj_ò¸Á ¬tjCo MLj¿ TdæO|û GS¸$qÀ ÔnGHð¥qÚOo÷Íj. `$qj¨è` fSÂMLkPy tk =cfH¥| ¬ÍjóCL¸$q ©P| ÔoNqj_¨¸Á. 
O~×c - fSÂMLk Mc+"FLj MLÁÆrH=hæ μ¥q öGH#eõCL OqÔLtjCLFLj ²FLjï¥yML<¸PyFo −NqjFL ®¸=hÆ×.F|û CnÓjTwë¸Á. ²¸Íj¥q¸=o ³ 
fSÂMLk TdæO|FLj ²FLjïŠFcï Äj$qCc TdæO|û ¬bÃMLkFLjÓ MLÓ÷ ÔcPe ®_ò¸ÍjÓjFcïN|j. O~×c GS¸»¤CL fH¼á, sSïfUCL rHÎCLõ¸ ¥cGSë 
MnkCcÍjŠ Äj¸¼ °FLï TdfUCLõGHl ²rIH¥|æ - ¥cÂ¢, FLMLÓPy MLjj[õMLjtjFL ÇPeðÂï °CLÚ¸>OqCL rH¸fH¸Á¸Ôo =n¥hï¥|FLj ²GHlð<j 
FoO~á@y Fc¥nÎCo CnÆ£Íj. EcÂ ¥cOq*¸ ‚@~ ¬CLÂ örIH¸@|û GS¿ÚP| ¥cMLÔLjá. Kc$c $qMLjÂsSë μ¥qÔy^ Nqj¸<MLjk¿, ¥x¸@x¥qÔy^ 
MLjPe÷Á MLjOx¥q Ôy^ ×.¸bEcõÓ ¥qÂfH¸ÔL¥qJwOqj.  

A Novel Which Is Well Begun Is Half Very Well Finished.  

O~×c - MLÙ+Ä¥q, MLjPe÷ÍjÓFLj ²¥qÚ¨¥h À£GSj¥nWcë@y? ³¸ ÔoTdë@yFLÂ °CLÚ¸>OqCLCy ²ÍjOqjÔLkGSjëFcïFLj.  
²}S.fH.KcÓGSjö_ÿô*õ¸.  

III
      ML¸ÍFcÓj.. ML¸ÍFcÓj... CLÓGHlÓ ÿ¿ÔL¸ÍFcÓj  

¯ ¥qDÍPy GSÿ×.CLø¸ ²¸ÍOy öGHMLjj[ MLõŠëÆï JdöCLÓj$c MLjÓjÔLj¥yML<¸ ×.¿»¸Á. ÔnfHð ¥x¸Í¿ï ÔnGHðŠ¸@~ 
MLj¿¥x¸Í¿¢ï Mc<jŠFcï ¬¸ÍOqk GSÿßÍNqj¸Cy FLFLjï MLjÂï¸¼, −Ç¤OqøÁ¸¼, ¬bÃFL¸Á¸ÔcOqj. McOq¸Í¿¥i ¯ ¥qDÍFLj gS¿NqjPnÎ×| 
ÔofSFL `GHÓ÷¥h` ¥q¸ÍFcÀ ÔnFcïOn¨è$c¿¥h, fS.ÇMLöGHTdE§ $c¿¥h ÆºCLGHmOqø¥q¸$c, MLÙº¸$c −Ç¤GSjûÓFL¸Á¸¼FL öGHÀ μ¥qÚ¿¥i MLjj[õ¸$c 
CLFL sHOqjÂ, CLFLŠ GS¸_¸bÁ¸¼FL ®F|IGHOoôGRF|Â Mc<j¥y@~Â¥h ¬FLjMLjÀ¼á, FoFLj O~fSFL ³ μ¥qÚ GHEcÂ¢ï MLkOqáŠ¸@~ FnÎÀ¥q¸$c 
²¸Cy öJwCcûVÂï¼áFL FLMLPe OqÔLtjCL.. ÅÇ¢ MLjPe÷Á Mn¸¥q^ ¥qßGRêMLjk¿ë$c¿¥h Fc ¥qßCL×åCLÓj 

O~×c. 
PPP

(OqÔLFc¥cÓ¸: 1987) 
($qCL GS¸¼¥q CLOqjMctj) 

''FoFLj rHÍí$c ÄGSj¥yÚPoÍjPo - ¯Py$c _NqjPoíOqjCLj¸=o Ä£j @~© IJwF|. ¬}IH ¥yO|û. IJwF|Py ‚@~ ¬Eo ¬_Íí¸ 
MnjtjF|=ntjF| ÔoQcFo÷. öGHGSjëCcÂ¥h öJwKn÷M|j PoFL=o÷.''  
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Ä¸^jFLï MLÙ+Ä¥q gS^j¥h ÔoOq_¨ Â¢OqGS¸$c ¥q+j"MLjkGSjŠ¸Á.  
®¸¥c ³Ey ÔnJdðÓFLjŠFLï ×.NqjÅÇ¢ ±OqjŠ¸Á −Mnj GH¿fSìÀ ÔLkfS.  
IfHP|ô rS¸^O| ¿¥c¿è¸$| GSkæ¨NnkPy¥h öGHMoQL¸ GSjÓjMLl$cFo Ex¿¥h¸Á ®Íí¿¥i. ¥cOq*¸ ®ÍíOqk −<fHÓ÷Ój ¥cML^¸, 

×.¸bEcõÓ, −¿¢è _OqôF|, FL^OqCLï, ×.¸bEcõÓ ¬fSrSæ¸=| QcöfSë sHOqj÷ GSMLjNqkÂ¥h Ä¤+j" ÔnGHð$qÓ$q^¸.  
''®bÍO| ×.¸bEcõÓ ¥c ¬fSrSæ¸=| QcöfSë ¥qVÄjPoë'' ¬Â ×.NqjÅÇ¢ ¬¨»¸Á Kc*¸Pe ÍkGSjŠJwCLjFLï ¶ GSFLï=h ¥q+"×y<j 

ŠöO~Bhê.  
''FoFo QcöfSëÂ ÔnGHð¸¨'' ¬Fcï<CLFLj.  
−QLáOqõ¸$c ®ÍíOqk MLjj#eÓj ÔLkGSjŠFcïOqj. MnÍ¥qKytjFL À£$q ¥cÆ» CL»ÆFL¸ÍjŠ. fU¸Á¤Py ¬¨»Co ¬CL<j CnÓj$qjPy 

GSMLkbEcFL¸ ÔnfHðFL¸ÍjŠ.  
''Ä£j ¨XLF| ¯ rUÎÍO~KcE§ Qc÷¸$| MLjFL ÔnÄ¥h ¥x=hæ¸ÁPn¸¨ Oq¸¨'' ¬¸^k ¬CL@o GS¸Eoÿ ÂMLßÀë ÔofS MLjj¸ÍjŠ À£GSjŠ 

MnWc"<j.  
''−NqjFo ×.¸bEcõÓ$cOqj'' ¬¸^k ÔLkfH¸Ôc<j. MLOq¸@~Py öÀ_jP| rIHÎM| fS$qOn=| ¥cÓjáŠ¸^jFLï μ¥cNqjÂï ÔLkfH¸¼.  
''FLMLjTdÚOq¸ TdO|'' ¬Fcï¿ÍíOqk.  
''TdO| rUÎÍO~KcE§FLj¸¼.''  
''−ÍO~KcÍO~$c MLÔcáO~'' ¬Fcï<j ×.¸bEcõÓ GSOqEc$c GSFLï=h ¼OqjFLMLløCy.  
''¬MLlFL¸©. Ä£jOqj öIgH$c °¸=o μ¥qÚ ¬tjÍj ÂÄjadÓj Ä£jCy MLk=c÷@~Æ.''  
''QcöfSë! PyGHÓ Jd^ ¿V¿ûP| ²¸CLMLOq‚ MLÔcáNnk ¥qFLj¥yÚ'' ¬Â ¬CL¨¥h ÔnfHð `Oq¸¨ − PeF|Py ‚ÔLj¸Ec¸` 

¬FcïO~NqjFL.  
''Ä£j fSÂMLkÓj ¬Ä¤ ÔLkGSjë¸=c¸. ÅÇ¢Mc¿¥h ösHMLjPo[Py `ÂFLïFo ML¼á Mnj^÷¥h¸Í EcŠÚFcïFLj` ¬Fo Ä¤OqAKLöÍO~MLl @nÎPe$qj MLk 

FcFLï$cOqj ²GHlð<k CLÓjáŠ¸^k °¸=cOqj. ¬Pe$o `On¸<jOn+j" −Oqj`Py Ôx¥cÚÓj ¼¸GHl¥yML^¸‚@~'' ¬Â öJdOq¸bÃ¸¼¸Á 
MLÙ+Ä¥q.  

''Ä£j IJdÍO| ³¸ ÔoGSjë¸=cOqj?''  
''Ã½Fn}S KcPeFL$qO|Py JdOqíîTdOqbÁ ö$qk}H −}IH ®¸<ögSæ}S MLkEo''  
''Nqj}S.. FoFLk ÄFcïFc sHOqj. Kc¸Ko ³ÍtjFc GHÂ Ä£jExÔcáO~?'' ¬FcïOqj ×.¸bEcõÓ fS$qOn=| JdOoGSkë.  
''¶ örIH¸@| MLkõOo×| °¸=oFLj ®Pe ML¼á Ä£jOqj ®¥qÚ<jFcïOqÂ CnÆfS ÄjMLjôÆï ÔLkEcíMLjÂ'' ¬¸Á ×.NqjÅÇ¢.  
''MLjPe÷Á$cOqj MLkŠ Kc$c CnÓjGS¸¨. Ä£j $qj¿¸¼ ÔnGHlCLj¸=cOqj ¬GHlð<GHlð<j'' ¬¸Á MLÙ+Ä¥q.  
''¬Pe$c!''  
''¶Td¿ Moj¸ fH¥hï¥| MnÈ"FLGHlð<j Ä£jOqj ¬Qy¥c ÿy^Py÷ −ÁÄGRjê$c¿ï `μ¥q=h On¸<j MLjk<j` ¬FL<¸ ®Âû@n¸=| ÔnJdðOqj. 

MLk¥n¸Íj¥y Kc$c ÿCLjëŠJwtj¸Á − Oy¾ Ä£jOqj ÔofSFL − Moj½¥|.''  
''¬Ec.. ³Ey örIH¸@|û MLjbÍõ GSOqEc$c ¥cÓXoGH¸ ¬FcïOqj ×.¸bEcõÓ ®¸¥y fS$qOn=| MnÆ»GSkë.''  
''MLjPe÷Á$cOqj Ä£jŠ Kc$c örIH¸@~ ¬¸©?''  
''Ä×.NqjMc<Py Moj¸ ÔLÁÄ¸Á μ¥é ¥cPo½¡PyFL¸©?''  
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MLÙ+Ä¥q GS¸CyadÂ¥h ¬MLbÍjÓj PoMLl. −Mnj MLjFLGSjPy MLjPe÷Á OqkGH¸ ÂMLjjadÂ¥h ¥y=hTdOqj÷ öfH¸=| ¬MLlCy¸Á.  
''TdO| =o¥| À£TdëOq^'' ¬¸^k ML¼á ÔnJdð<j QcöfSë.  
''PyGHÓ ×cFL¥h$c¿ Jd^ MLl¸Á. MLTdëO~?'' ¬Â ¬¨$cOqj ×.¸bEcõÓ.  
''O~McÓFo °¸Á$cÂ Fn¥|ûæ IGH÷tj=|¥h =nÎM|j ¬tjJwCy¸Í¸©'' ¬¸Á ×.NqjÅÇ¢.  
''¶...¥é °¸=cFL¸¨. QcögSë Ä¤+"Â ö@~}H ÔosS ¥cOqõö¥qMLkÂï ÔLk<j.''  
''¬EoFL¸¨ öJv<kõGSO| $cOqj MLjFL¥h °¸¼FL ¥cOqj ¥qÂfH¸ÔL<¸PoÍj'' ¬Fcï<j QcöfSë.  
''¬Á ¥c¥qJwCo ®¸¥y=h.''  
''¬¥qÚ@y ¥cOqj ®¸Ec¥q=h FLj¸Ôi #eÈ¢$c °¸Í¸¨ ¬Á öJv<kõGSO|$c¿Eo ¬FLjŠ¸=c.''  
''¶ GHÂ Ôntjõ. − ¥cOqj Fn¸_O| −O|.=h.¶ −IgHGSjŠ À£GSj¥nÈ" ®Á −NqjFL sHOqj Ä£jÍ °¸EyPoEy ¥qFLj¥yÚ. ®=i×| Mn¿¢ 

fS¸GHlP|'' ¬Â FLMLløCLk ÔoÀPyÂ fS$qOn=| JdOofS PyGHÆ¥h MnÈ"JwNqk<j ×.¸bEcõÓ.  
QcöfSë¥h ×.¸bEcõÓ =nÎGHl ×yŠÓj ¬ÓMc=o ¥qFLj¥q Mn¸^Fo FLMoøQc<j. ¬Á ×y¥| ¬Â ¬Oqíî¸ ÔoGSj¥yML@~Â¥h ¶ On¸<j XLBcÓj 

GH=hæ¸Á MLÙ+Ä¥q¥h, ×.NqjÅÇ¢¥h.  
''Ä£j @nÎOn¥qæO|$cOqj AKLPo$c ×y¥| ÔoTdëOo?'' ¬¸Á −Mnj XL*¸ CLO~øCL.  
''MojMLjj ®Ók÷ Mc¥hÆ ‚@~ MLj¿áJwtj FnÓÓ CLOq_¨ ²Pe _Nqj^ °¸<$qÓ¸ ¬FLjŠ¸^jFcïOqj? ¯NqjFLCy MLO|Ú ¬¸=o 

MLkŠ ¬¸Íj¥é ²¸Cy GSO~í$c MLl¸^j¸Á'' ¬Fcï<j QcöfSë ¥cOn¥éÚGSkë.  
¬FLjŠFLï GHÂ MLjj¸Eo ¬tjJwML<¸ MLÓFL ¥qFLñO|ô@| =h¥nÚ^j÷ °¸<^¸ MLÓ÷ ÀOqj$qj öGHNqk*¸ ‚@~ GSjFcNqjGS¸$c 

$q¨¼¸Á ®Íí¿¥i. ''ÔcPe ¼öCL¸$c MLl¸Á ¥qÍk. °ÍNqj¸ MLjöEc}S FLj¸¼ ML¼áFL KcÓj$c¿ï ¥qÓjGSjŠÂ MLjbEcõÿï¸ Kc¸Ko¥h MnÈ" 
×.¸bEcõÓ $c¿Â ¥qÓjGSjŠÂ O~öÀ¥qPe÷ rUÎÍO~KcE§ MLÔnáNqjõ^¸'' ¬¸Á ×.NqjÅÇ¢ Ko$q¸ sH^ ²tjO| JwOqjæPy Á$c¥q.  

''×cFL¥h$c¿ Jd^‚@~ ÔLk@~Æû¸Á.''  
''¿^O|ï IGH÷tj=|¥h MLjFL¥h ²¸CL =nÎMLjj¸ÍÂ ³Ey MLjPe÷Á$cOqj CnÓjGSFoGS¿¥h ¥c¿ÔcáOqj ¥c_=hæ GS¿Jwtj¸Á$cÂ Po¥qJwCo 

×.¸bEcõÓ$cOqFLï^jæ −ÍO~KcÍO~ ¬Â Cn$q ÔLÔoáMc+"¸¥qÍk? rHÎ$c Ä×.NqjMc< ‚@~ MnÈ" À£O~Ó¸=hMo FLjMLlø?''  
''¬MLlFLj, @nIfHFn=|$c MnÈ"À£O~Æ. − =o}HPy MLjPe÷Á$c¿ $x¸CLj ÄÂ À£O~Æ.''  
''¬¥qÚ¨Cy Â¢Š MnjÎ¸@| ¥h÷NqjO| ¬tjJwtjFL=oæFc?''  
''®¸¥x¥qÚ^j¸Á. ®¸Ec¥q ×.¸bEcõÓ$cOqj ¬¸^j¸=o CL=hæ¸Á. Ä×.NqjMc<FLj¸¼ MLÔcá¥q −O|.=h.μ −IgHGSj¥h MnÈ" MLjFL 

MLjPe÷Á$cOqj Mc@o O~×|ÍkC| ².Ã.Nqj¥|û 9570 −NqjFL sHOqj Ä£jÍ ¿½GRæO| ¬tj¸Ey PoEy ¥x¸CL ‚÷ ExOqjŠCLj¸EoMnk'' ¬¸Á 
MLÙ+Ä¥q.  

''²¥qÚ@n¥qÚ¨¥h MLjj¨rH=hæ −Py¼Twë¸Á'' ¬Â ¬FLjŠ¸Á ×.NqjÅÇ¢ GS¸öAKcMLkQLáOqõ¸Cy.  
''Fc ±ÿÓ¥h Äj¸¼ ²»¿JwCLjFcïMLl Ä¥iÚ! Â¢Š @nIfHFn=|$c MLj¸Ôo ×.Oqj$qjCLj¸Á. ¬bÃ¢ ÔLPy Ä×.NqjMc<'' ¬¸EcMnj 

ÿjadOqj$c.  
MLjOy ¬Oq$q¸^Py McOn¥hÚFL öGHtjMo=| _GSjû Ä×.NqjMc<¥h GHNqjÂTwë¸Á.  

13 
MLjÓ¥| sH^ Oy@| Ec^$cFo ''>Oq}H''MLjÂ PnÎ^j÷ −OoðQc<j ¥q¸<¥qæO|.  
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''ÕÔZ}S.. ¬¸^k ÔoÀPyÂ GHlGSë¥q¸Cy $q=hæ$c ¥x^jæŠFcï<j ¶ ŠöO~<j.  
MLÙ+Ä¥q, ×.NqjÅÇ¢ ®ÍíOqk ¬CL¨MnÎGHl À¿$cOqj μ¥éTd¿ ''³Äj=h Kc_k'' ¬¸^k.  
''¥qÂ¢GS¸ ÿNqjC| FL$qO| MnWo"MLOq‚ PnÎ^j÷ °¸ÔxÔLjá ¥qEc. ¥qDÍ MLj¸¼ GSrSðF|ûPy °¸<$c −»Jwtj¸Á'' ¬Â 

ÄGSjŠFcï<CLFLj.  
GSjMLkOqj GHEo+j"¸=cNqjCLÂ¥h. _GSjû _NqjPoíOqjCLj¸<$c −¥q¿ ÂÄjGR¸Py ML¼á ²¥cÚ<j. ¬Eo GSMLjNqj¸Py _GSjû MLjÓjGHl 

ÀOqj$qjCLj¸<^¸ MLÓ÷ CLkÆGH<KyCLj¸=o MLÙ+Ä¥q ¬CL¨Â GH^jæŠÂ −fH¸Á. `>bEc¸¥|û` ÔnfHð gS=y÷ ‚ÔLjÂ rS=hP| ¬tj 
ÔL¸ÍMLkMLj ÔLÍjMLlCLj¸<$c PnÎ^j −OoðQc<j ¥q¸<¥qæO|.  

''®¸CLPoMLl. Â¢Š GSrSðF|û, öDÁÓj÷Fc?'' ¬¸Á MLÙ+Ä¥q GSOqEc$c.  
_GSjûPy PnÎ^j ¨M|j$c MnÓj$qjCy¸Á. ¥h=h¥iPy¸¼ ÔLÓ÷=h$cÆ Vtj$c CL$qjPyë¸Á. gSð¥qO|ûPy¸¼ Jd^Ój ÄÂfHGSjëFcïtj. − 

Jd^ÓŠ ²Pe$qk ÂöÍGH=oæ^jæ PoÍj. ¥qÂ¢GS¸ ¥cÓXoGH¸ ¬tjFc ¬MLlCLj¸ÍÂ GHÓ¥q¿¸¼¸EcMnj GSOqEc$c.  
''³¸ °¸<‚<Ec?'' ¬Â ²ÍjOqj öGHQLï MoQc@~ŠöO~<j.  
''¬ÿ. ¥cÍj $cÂ ³¸ ¥qDÍ ¬Â?''  
''KoCc+ ¥qDÍ.''  
''¬Kyò.. KoCc+ ¥q>bEo. Â¢Š ¬Oqíî¸ ¬MLlCLj¸Ec?'' ¬¨»¸Á ×.NqjÅÇ¢  
''²¸Íj¥cÚÍj? ¬tjFc öGHÀ −ÁMcOq¸ =iÄ¤Py Äö¥qM|j ÖO| KoCcW§ ÔLk^æ¸PoÍk? ¬Pe$o ®Á¤FLj.''  
''¬Á ÔLkGSjëFcïMLl$c, MLjÈ¢" ®En¸ÍjŠ?''  
''®Á ÔcPe JdCL ÔL¸ÍMLkMLj. ¯ KoCc+ ¥qDÍÓ¥yGS¸ ¬Ã@|ûPy GHl=|JdC| Ä£jÍ MnjjFLïFo ¶ GHÁ ¥xFcï'' ¬Fcï<j ŠöO~<j.  
''Â¢Š GHlGSë¥cÓj ÔLÍML<¸ ¬¸=o Kc$c tjGRæ¸$c °¸Eo?'' ¬¸Á MLÙ+Ä¥q.  
''¥cÍj fSÂMLkÓj ÔLk<è¸ ¬¸=o ‚@~.''  
''Mn¿¢$qj@|. ¬tjCo MLjÂÍíOq¸ örIH¸@|û ¬FLïMLk^'' ¬¸EcMnj ÿjadOqj$c.  
''®GHlð@~! MLjÂÍíOq¸ ²GHð=hï¸Ôy örIH¸@|û ¥qEc?''  
''²GHð=hï¸ÔyFc? ¬¸=o?''  
''¬¸=o FoFLj GH¨JwŠ¸@~ Ä£jOqj GH^jæŠFLïGHð=hï¸¼'' ¬¸^k $qÓ$qPe FLMoøQc<j ŠöO~<j.  
MLÙ+Ä¥q FLMLlø −GHl¥yPo¥qJwtj¸Á. `AKLPo GSOqEc$c MLk=c÷<jCLjFcï<j ¥qEo?'' ¬¸Á ×.NqjÅÇ¢ MnÎGHl À¿».  
''MLjPe÷ÁPe$c ¬Â ¬FLMLj¸=cMc?'' ¬¸EcMnj MLÙ+Ä¥q ÔnÄPy OqÿGSõ¸$c.  
Mn¸^Fo −Mnj ¥q+"Py ¬CLÂ OqkGH¸ öGHCLõXL¸ ¬tj¸Á. ''MLjFL rH+"Nqkõ¥q ®Pe$o O~öÀGHm^ _GSjûPy ‚ÔLjÂ ¯ ¨M|j 

PnÎ^÷ MLjbÍõ ¥q_jOqj÷ ÔnGHlðŠ¸^k ²¥qÚ¨¥nÎFc MnWcíMLk?'' ¬¸^k ¬CL<j ¬¨»FL^j÷ ¬ÂfH¸¼¸Á. ¬¸CL MLjGS¥q MnÓjCLjOqjPyFLk 
MLÙ+Ä¥q FLMLø^¸, −Mnj Ex¸À GHFLjï Mnj¿Nqj^¸ ×.NqjÅÇ¢¥h GSðGRæ¸$c ¥qÂfH¸¼¸Á.  

''³ML¸@yN|j ÔnGHð¸© MLjFL¸ örIH¸@|û¥qEc'' ¬Â ¬¨$c@~ ŠöO~<j $q=hæ$c.  
En_òCy ¯ Py¥q¸Py¥h ML¼á GH¨¸EcMnj. _GSjûPy ®ÍíOqj MLjj$qjÜOqj μ¥qÚTd¿ °Æ¥hÚGH¨ ÔLkfSFc `JwÂ¢Po ŠöO~<j` ¬Â 

GSOqjíŠÂ À¿» ÂöÍPy¥h ×cOqjŠFcïOqj.  
''²¸Íj¥cÚÍj? Fc sHOqj MLÙ+Ä¥q, ¯Ä< sHOqj ×.NqjÅÇ¢. MLj¿ Â¢ sHOqj?''  
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''Fc sHOqj öGHQc¸C|''  
''ÔcPe KcMLl¸Á Â¢ sHOqj'' MLjÁ MLÙÓÄ¥q.  
''>bEc¸‚õ .. sRM|j ^j Nqjk.. sRM|j ^j Nqjk.''  
¥q+j" ¼FLïÄ ÔofS ¬CL¨MnÎGHl ÔLkfS¸EcMnj. ³Äj=hPe ¬¸^jFcï<j ¬FLï^j÷.  
''sSM|j ^j Nqjk ¬Â ¬FcÆ'' ¬Â ÁÁí¸Á CLO~øCL.  
''¬Á Fc‚ CnÓjGSj. Ä£j¿¸CL MLj¸¼ sHOqj rH^jæŠÂ Fc sHOqj KcMLl¸Í¸=cOo. ¬¸Íj¥é sRM|j ^j Nqjk ¬Â ¥cMcPeÂ 

¬Fcï'' ¬Â ¬Fcï<j öGHQc¸C|.  
''ŠöO~<j ¥qÀëPe °Fcï<j'' ¬¸Á ×.NqjÅÇ¢.  
''=nÎM|j¥h ¥q¸ö=yP| ÔnNqjõ¥qJwCo GSjÀëPe ‚@~ ¬tjJwCc ÔLkTwÚ¸¨ MLj¿.''  
−... ¬¸CL MnjjFL$c¨Mc. ³Á FoFy Mc¥qõ¸ CLGHlð$c ÔnJdëFLj EcÂï ¥qOnŠæ ÔoNqj$qÓMc. EcÂï FLjMLlø MLjÈ¢" CLGHlð Ä£jÂ¸$| 

MLÔoá^jæ ¬Oo¸×| ÔnNqjõ‚<Íj MLj¿. ¶..¥é?'' ¬¸Á MLÙ+Ä¥q.  
''¶...¥é''  
''_O|ï MLl@| ¥c¸=| ö@nÎ.. ÔnGHlð ÔLkEcí¸.''  
''−¸=i Á¤Âï ¬Oo¸×| ÔosSë ö@nÎ MLl@| ¥c¸=| _O|ï ¬Â MLGSjë¸Á. EcÂ Ä£jÂ¸$| CLGHlð ®Pe¸=hÄ =nGSjæ NqjjMLO| rSP|ñ ¬Fo 

GHlGSë¥q¸Py ×.FLOqP| ®¸^Æ×nF|û ÔcGHæO|Py °Fcïtj. − GHlGSë¥q¸ ¬Ã@|ûPy Oy<jèÄ£jÍ ExOqjŠCLj¸Á. ¥qOn¥éæFc?'' ¬Fcï<j öGHQc¸C|.  
MLÙ+Ä¥q, ×.NqjÅÇ¢ ®ÍíOqk  μ¥qOxï¥qOqj ''$q=hæfH¸<Moj'' ¬FLï^j÷ ÔLkGSjŠFcïOqj.  
''MLjFL¥n¸ÍjŠ −¸=i − IJd¿F| IGH½P|û. _jöOqPy GSOqjŠ¸@~Po$cÂ¢ ®¸¨NqjF| IGH½P|ûPyFo ¬ÍOq$x^æÔLjá CnÓjTd?  
''³Á¤ μ¥q=h ÔnGHlð ÔLkEcí¸'' ¬¸EcMnj.  
''Ä£jOqj awPo fSÂMLk ÔLkQcO~?''  
''−V''  
''²ÂïTdOqj÷? ''  
''¶ FcÓj$qtjÍj TdOqj÷'' ¬¸Á MLÙ+Ä¥q.  
''¬tjCo MnjjCLë¸ fSÂMLk Kc$c $qjOqjë¸¨ °¸@~Po''  
''ö_Vô¸<¸$c $qjOqjë¸Á''  
''¬GSÓj ÄGRNqj¸ ÔnGHlð MLj¿.''  
''×cö$qCLë$c ÄFL¸¨ ÔnJdëFLj. ²F|.=h.−O|Pe MLk=c÷@~FLj ¥qÍk Á¤Foï `CnÓj$qj CnÓj$qj` ¬¸=cOqj^. awPo ¼ML¿ gSFLj 

$qjOqjë¸Ec?'' ¬Â ¬¨$c<k öGHQc¸C|.  
''±.. ¬M|j×cE§ #eF|, bÍOoô¸öÍ ¥x^jæŠ¸=cOqj.''  
''¬¸CLŠMLjj¸Íj?''  
''¬ÄjCcK| ÔL¼áJwCc<j.''  
''¬GHlð<j ×.NqjKcbÍj¿ ³<jGSkë¸=o GS¸½¡M| ŠMLkO| ³<jTdë<j $qjOqjë¸Ec?''  
''Nqj}S... ¬tjCo ³Ä^^?''  
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''³¸ PoÍk ¬GHlð<j ×.NqjKcbÍj¿Â GS¸½¡M| ŠMLkO| °CLëOq AKcOqCLEoQLGHl GHÍíÀPy ¶EcOqjTdë@~, ÍXh* AKcOqCLEoQLGHl GHÍíÀPy 
¶EcOqjTdë@~?''  

''¬¸=o Fc¥qOqíî¸¥cPoÍj'' ¬¸Á MLÙ+Ä¥q.  
''°CLëOq AKcOqEoQL GHÍíÀ ¬¸=o CLÓÄ£jÍ ÔntjõMofS ÂÄj¿ ¶EcOqá<¸, ÍXh* AKcOqCLEoQL GHÍíÀ ¬¸=o MLjFL fSÂMLkPy 

ÔLkGSjëFcï¸$c ¬FLïtjFc, ÔnÓ÷tjFc ²ML¿¥h ²MLOqtjFc MLj$c¨ $qj¸@nÓÄ£jÍ −<Á GH¨Jwtj ³<McÆû¸Eo −MnjÂ $q=hæ$c 
GH^jæ¥yMcÆû¸Eo.''  

MLÙ+Ä¥q, ×.NqjÅÇ¢ ®ÍíOqk μ¥éTd¿ fS$qjÜGH¨JwNqkOqj −ŠöO~¨ Pe¸$oø½¥h.  
''MoPn<j PoMLl. ®Pe¸=h MLk^Ój MLk=c÷@xÔcá?'' ¬¸Á ×.NqjÅÇ¢.  
''FcPe¸=h ŠöO~+"Cy ³ GS¿æIfH¥n=| fSÂMLkÓj ÀNqjõ$cPo¸Á FoFLj MLk=c÷¨Co CLJdð? GS¿GS¿ CLGHlð¥y@~Â¥h ²CLjëÓj 

MoNqj¥q¸¨. =cfH¥| MLkOqáŠ¸@~ −FLûO| ÔnGHð¸¨'' ¬Fcï<j öGHQc¸C| GSætjP|$c.  
''®¸CL¥i °CLëOq AKcOqCLEoQL¸, ÍXh* AKcOqCLEoQL¸ ²¸Íj¥x¼á¸Á?''  
''²¸Íj¥c NqkŠæ ÔofS¸Á Kc¸KoMc+j" ¥qFLj¥q °CLëOq AKcOqCLEoQL¸. − gSFLj À£fS¸Á Kn¸$qj+kOqjPy ¥qFLj¥q ÍXh* 

AKcOqCLEoQL¸.''  
MLÙ+Ä¥q, ×.NqjÅÇ¢ ¯ ¬tjÍj ÂÄjadÓJd^j CLOqãFL AKLOqãFL GH@~èOqj.  
''²¸CL Kn¸$qj+kOqjPy À£fSFc ×.NqjKcbÍj¿ ¬Pe¸=h ¶MLO~XLF|¥h μGHlð¥yÍj ¥qFLj¥q °CLëOq AKcOqCLEoQL GHÍíÀ öGH¥cOqMoj 

¶EcO~á<j'' ¬Â ¬FcïOqj.  
''¬tjCo CLÓÄ£jÍ ÔntjõMofS ÂÄjOo ¶EcO~á<¸=cOqj''  
''¬MLlFLj'' ¬Fcï¿ÍíOqk Íßb<¸$c.  
''¬tjCo GHGHlðPy ¥cPoQcOqj. − gSF|Py GS¸½¡M| ŠMLkO|¥h ¬GSÓj ÔoCLjPo MLl¸<MLl$c'' ¬Fcï<j öGHQc¸C| ¥cÓO| ²$qOofS.  
''fSÂMLk ÄGRNqj¸Py ÂFLjï MLj=hæ ¥q¿fH¸Ôc<¸=o Ä¤@nML@y ¬TdbÍjõ@oFoM|''  
''¬MLlFL¸© FoFLj JdGH¸ ¬TdbÍjõBoêFL^''  
MLÙ+Ä¥q MLjÈ¢" FLÄø¸Á − ŠöO~¨ MLk^Ó¥h, ''¶...¥é ®GHlð<j FoFy öGHQLï MoTdëFLj ÔnGHlð. Ä×.NqjÂOqôPe'' ¬Â ¬¸^j¸<$cFo 

¬¸ÍjŠFcï<j öGHQc¸C|.  
''¥qßGRê‚CLj¿$c FL=h¸¼FL ¼öCL¸ `JdGH¥yGS¸` ¬¸¨.  
GS¸öbKqMLj¸, −QLáOqõ¸, Áö$qóMLjPe¸=h GHEcÓ¥qFcï $xGHðÍtjFL GHÍ¸ ³EnÎFc °¸=o EcÂï °GHNnk»¸ÔLMLÔLjá − XL*¸Py 

MLÙ+Ä¥q, ×.NqjÅÇ¢Ó MLjj[¸Py ¥qFL_¨FL AKcMcÂ¥h.  
''FoFLj ¬<j$qjEcMLjFLjŠ¸^jFLï öGHQLï‚@~ ²Pe CnÆfS¸Á Â¢Š?''  
''²Pe$oÄ£j=h? Ä×.NqjÂOqôÓ, ¥qßGRïÄ£jÍ ¥qÆfS ¥q¸KnÎF|è$c °FLï ¥hø×| ¬Ex¥qÚ=o ¥qFLj¥q.''  
''Â¢Cy PeAKL¸PoÍj$cÂ FLjMoø ®¸¥y=oÍtjFc ÔnGHlð'' ¬Fcï¿ÍíOqk ¶^ÄjÂ μGHlðŠ¸^k.  
''CnÓ÷$c MLlFLï ¶ AKcOqCLEoQLGHl ¬MLkôtjÂ ®¸¥c CnÓ÷$c MLlFLï ¶ ¬Mnj¿¥qF| rHÈ" ÔoGSjŠFcï<^. Mc¿¥y ¥x<jŠ GHl=cæ<j. 

¬GHlð@o GHl=hæFL − ŠöO~¨¥h ¾^jæ öKpF| ¥qÓO|Py MLl¸Í^. MLj¿ _j$qÜÓj ³ ¥qÓO|Py °¸=ctj?''  
''CnÓ÷CnÓ÷$c ¥xÁí$c ²öOq$c.''  
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''¥q+j"?''  
''öKpF| ¥qÓO|Py''  
''ÔoCLjÓj?''  
''CnÓ÷$c?''  
''¥c+j"?''  
''CnÓ÷$c.''  
''$y+j"?''  
''CnÓ÷$c.''  
''GH+j"?''  
''GH+j" ®¸¥y ¥qÓO|Py °¸=cNojÄj=h CnÓ÷$cFo °¸=ctj''  
''¬¥qÚ@o En_òÀFcïOqj. $cOqGH=hæ FLÓ÷$c °¸<‚<Ec?'' ¬Fcï<j öGHQc¸C|.  
''¬GHlð@o GHl=hæFL fHPe÷¨¥h GH+j" ²Pe $cOqGH<Cctj? ®¸JdfS_jP|'' ¬¸Á MLÙ+Ä¥q.  
''¬GHlð@o GHl=hæFL fHPe÷¨¥h GH+j" °¸<$cPoÂÁ $cOqGH¨Co CLsHðMLjj¸Á −¸=i?''  
¯Td¿ ®ÍíOqk ÔcPe $q=hæ$cFo FcÆ¥q ¥xOqjŠÚFcïOqj.  
''¥xFcï+j" Ä¤¨ ÇGRõ¿¥q¸ ÔoNqj¥q CLGHðEo MLjFL¥h'' ¬¸^k `MLjOy=h ÔnGHð¸¨ $qjOqk½¡` ¬Â MLjÈ¢" ¿¥nøGSjæ ÔoQcOqj.  
''¶ bÍFLML¸CLj¨¥h MLjj$qjÜOqj ¥x<jŠÓjFcïOqj. MnjjÍ=hMc¨¥h GHEcVOo+j", On¸@yMc¨¥h CxÄjôEo+j", MLjk@yMc¨¥h On¸@o+j" 

¶Td¿ MnjjÍ=hMc<j AKc$cÓj MoQc<j. On¸@yMc<j GH¸Ôc<j. MLjk@yMc<j À£GSjŠ¸^k `FcŠ −Oqj MLÔcátj` ¬Fcï<j ®GHlð<j 
ÔnGHð¸¨ ²MLOnML¿¥h ²FnïÂï MLÔcáNnk?''  

 (¥xFLTd»¸GHl MLÔoáFnÓPy) 
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